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In 2016 TUSLA and the DCYA agreed to establish a new project ‘Outcomes for Children National Data & Information
Hub’ – offering a sustainable opportunity to provide a national standardised technical solution for mapping
outcomes and indicators for children and young people.

This project involved the building of an interactive area based geo mapping system to provide information for policy 
makers, service providers, TUSLA management,  practitioners, information managers and local communities so that 
planning and delivery of services are informed by the best available data.

This guide aims to provide a quick reference to assist users to :
 navigate through the hub and access required data;
 gain the skills necessary to source and use the data under each of the 5 National Outcomes of Better 

Outcomes Brighter Futures (BOBF);
 identify and source relevant local area data as required;
 understand reporting functionality.

.
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The Outcomes4Children Data and Information Hub is a browser based system accessible via your preferred web
browser e.g. Chrome.

1. Select your preferred browser

2. Move to the address bar

3. Type the address outcomes4children.tusla.ie

.
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Dashboards
Highlights all available Dashboards

Rolling Carousel 
Highlights a descriptor of each of 
the 5 National Outcomes

Map of Ireland 
County reports 

5 National Outcomes 
(Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, 2017)
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The HOME screen is divided into 4 main areas as outlined below.
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Move to the required Dashboard e.g. HEALTHY and click to access



Map

Legend

Data Source / Link

Histogram

Trend Line

Indicator/s List

Tabular View
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Each Dashboard contains 7 main areas as outlined below:
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1. Select the required ‘Theme’ from the list currently available

2. Select the required ‘Indicator’ from the list currently available

3. Select the required ‘Geography’ if more than one is available 
for the selected indicator

All indicators can be selected from ‘Choose Data’ on the Dashboard
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1. The most recent year of data will be presented 
in the initial view

2. Click on the arrow in the top right hand corner 
of the map title bar  to open to full screen view

The ‘map’ is always located in the centre of the Dashboard
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1. Click on the relevant tool to select.

2. Revert to original map size.

3. Reduce map size.

4. Increase map size.

5. Remove all selections from the map and revert to the 
default setting.

6. Filter selected areas only. 

There are 5 standard ‘tools’ available on all maps located at the top left
hand corner of the map.
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1. Move to and click on the required county e.g. Mayo.

2. If you wish to view more than one county, move to 
the required counties and click to view.

Single county / area data can be viewed on the map or several counties /
areas depending on the user’s requirements.
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1. Move to and click on the required counties e.g. 
Clare, Limerick City & County and Tipperary in 
this example.

2. Select the ‘Filter’ option from the set of tools 
available on the map (top left hand corner).

3. To remove the ‘Filter’ reselect the ‘Filter’ option. 

Multiple counties/areas can be selected and ‘filtered’ for specific analysis.
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1. In this example counties on the map where the data falls into 
values between 1.1 and 2.1 will be coloured 

2. Counties on the map where data falls into the range above 4.7 
and up to and including 7.9 will be coloured 

3. The use of a legend will allow the user to quickly view counties 
/ areas on the map that have similar data values.

The legend key has been based on a default setting which illustrates the 
breakdown of the mapped data into 5 classes.
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1. Select the relevant tool from the legend window  

2. This will then open the available colour palette. 

3. Select the required colour palette by clicking on the                      
preferred choice.

4. This will then adjust the map colours and                                       s 
all associated windows.

Legend colours and classes can be changed depending on user requirements.
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1. Maximise the dialogue box by clicking on the maximise tool located in the top right hand corner of the dialogue box.

2. Click on the data source link to open the relevant data report / location 

The selected data source / link / notes are documented and available in 
the dialogue box directly below the map.
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1. The map above illustrates the % of children and young people in Kerry with a physical and sensory disability in 
Yr2015.

2. The histogram illustrates where Kerry is placed against data for the other counties enabling national comparison.

3. Maximise the Histogram window to full size.

4. You will see from the example given that Clare has the lowest rate in the                                                    
country at 1.9%.

The Histogram show the distribution of the county / area data in a 
graphical format.
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1. Select the required indicator.

2. Click on the required county / area – this will then activate the time series available for the selected indicator.

3. The system default setting will illustrate the data for the most recent year available.

4. To change the year in view (as above) click on the required year.

5. Alternatively, use the scroll bars available to move through all available years.

6. Maximise the Trend Line  window to full size if required.

The Trend Line indicates the general pattern or direction of the selected time 
series data.
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1. Select the required indicator.

2. Click on the map the required county / area – note the county / area 
will also be highlighted in the tabular view window.  Alternatively click 
on the required county / area within the tabular view window and the 
selected counties / areas will be highlighted on the map. 

3. The data can be sorted within the tabular view window alphabetically 
on the county / area name or numerically on the data value by clicking 
on either the county / area name or the data value.

4. Maximise the Tabular View window to full size if required.

The Tabular View illustrates the selected indicator data by county / 
area in a tabular view.  
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1. Select the required indicator.

2. Move to the Legend window. 

3. Scroll down through the Legend window until you locate the 
boundaries options.

4. Click to select the require boundary option, click again to deselect.

5. The adjacent map shows the map with the CHO boundary selected.

Users can add ‘boundary’ lines around various geographies on the map e.g. Counties, CYPSC etc.
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The Data & Information Hub includes a Reporting Dashboard from which all data contained within the hub can be 
utilised via a series of standard reports.  These reports need to be predesigned against agreed templates.  The 
reports currently set up can be used as an example of the type and style that could be used for various 
organisations, business units etc.
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1. Select the REPORTS dashboard.

2. Select the required report e.g. Overview

3. Select the required area e.g. Monaghan

Note: The REPORTS dashboard as at December 2018 has been set up incorporating sample styles only.  When 
various user reports have been established against predesigned and agreed templates, all printing, exporting 
and saving options can be standardised.


